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◀ Part of the project to make the UofM

more pedestrian friendly by turning
existing streets into malls included
the installation of this classic clock
by the Electric Time Co. outside of
Clement Hall in late 1979.
(Photo by Justin Fox Burks)
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“ At the heart of our mission is not only

		 maintaining access to an
			affordable, high-quality,
comprehensive college experience
		
for our students, but also making sure our
				students are successful in

finishing what they have started

”

and launching a commitment to lifelong learning.
– University of Memphis President

M. David Rudd

INNOVATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY

		Most importantly,

drinking water quality
is improved for everyone.

We see our work at the nexus of academic research and industry
as being the model for 21st century research efforts.
- Dr. Gary Emmert,

Dunavant Professor of Chemistry

◀ When Michigan officials switched water sources for the city of Flint, it introduced iron and lead into the water
supply — a crisis that left residents unable to get clean water from their taps. Now a company nurtured at the
UofM’s FedEx Institute of Technology aims to make drinking water safer for communities.
Foundation Instruments Inc. (FI) was founded by Dr. Gary Emmert, Dunavant Professor of Chemistry, and Dr.
Paul S. Simone, assistant professor of Chemistry. The high-tech spinoff from the UofM helps managers at drinking
water treatment plants improve treatment practices, reduce the cancer risks of trihalomethanes and haloacetic
acids (byproducts of chlorination) and save money. FI recently received $100,000 in Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) grants through the USDA and Small Business Administration. “This highly competitive funding
allows us to address serious problems faced by large metropolitan water treatment plants such as those in
Nashville and Little Rock. It enables us to make our technologies available to rural communities by forming
cooperatives that can share the cost of problem solving,” says Emmert. “The local economy is impacted as
Foundation Instruments is creating jobs, and the subcontract awarded to the University of Memphis is also
supporting graduate student research in Chemistry and providing the high-tech instrumentation needed to
accomplish the work.”
FI’s initial customers have been clustered in Smith and Wilson counties of Tennessee, where several water
treatment plants are using the technology. The company is also preparing to launch another technology that
would enable water consumers in cities like Flint to determine online the status of their drinking water supplies,
with emphasis on the presence of lead.
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Chemistry professor Gary Emmert is working to resolve drinking water
problems such as the one that crippled the city of Flint, Mich.

400 billion

The number of gallons of water
used daily in the United States
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THE ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE

My freshman year was very stressful, but with the

support of the UofM’s Center for
		
Athletic Academic Services,

I was able to manage my time
and stay on track academically.
			
Our coaches definitely stress excellence
		
both in academics and on-field performance.

- Carolina Carmichael,

former UofM All-American, pole vault

◀ University of Memphis track and field alumnus Pauls Pujats leapt into the national spotlight this summer
when he qualified for the pole vault finals at the Olympic Games in Rio, but that is only half the story: UofM
student-athletes are also carrying the torch in the classroom. “Our head coach, Kevin Robinson, wants the
track and field program to be recognized as one that is the whole package: one that produces athletes who
excel on the track and in the classroom, graduates students and carries the Memphis light in a positive way
during their next chapter,” says fellow pole vaulter Ofelia Carmichael.
“When I first came to the UofM, there were a number of people who helped me learn how to juggle my
academic and athletic load, such as athletic/academic advisers, my coach, Butch Woolbright, and many
of my professors,” says rifle team member Beth Lee. “Rather than holding my hand, they gave me the
knowledge and tools to keep myself on track for the remainder of my undergraduate career, with a gentle
nudge in the right direction every now and then.”

NOTABLES

For the third consecutive year, the UofM led the American Athletic Conference (AAC) in Team Academic
Excellence Awards and had more conference Scholar Athlete Sport Excellence Award recipients than any
other school in 2015-16. The University’s 85 percent Graduation Success Rate for student-athletes as
defined by the NCAA was higher than many peer universities. The men’s and women’s track and field
teams had 13 U.S. Track and Field/Cross Country Coaches Association All-Academic honorees, the most
in the AAC. Five members of the women’s golf team were named Women’s Golf Coaches Association
All-American Scholar Athletes.
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Men’s tennis: Named an ITA

Carolina Carmichael, women’s

Beth Lee, mixed rifle: Awarded

Micah Simmons, men’s football:

All-Academic team for the ninth

track: Nominated for the NCAA

the NCAA Winter NCAA

Named to the National Football

time in 11 seasons for having

Woman of the Year Award and

Postgraduate Scholarship.

Foundation and College Hall of

a team GPA of 3.0 or higher;

the NCAA Today’s Top 10 Award.

Fame’s NFF Hampshire Honor
Luis Hanssler, men’s track:

Society for maintaining a 3.2

Ofelia and Carolina Carmichael,

Named to the Capital One/

GPA or better throughout his

women’s track: Recipients of

College Sports Information

college career.

Men’s cross country, mixed rifle

the 2016-17 NCAA Women’s and

Directors of America (CoSIDA)

and women’s golf: Multi-year

Ethnic Minority Enhancement

Academic All-American team.

APR scores in the top 10 percent

Postgraduate Scholarship for

for their sport nationally.

Careers in Athletics.

highest GPA for men’s tennis in
the AAC.

The Universit y of Memphis

Women’s soccer: Top GPA in
the nation.

The UofM women’s soccer team, a perennial
NCAA tournament participant, ranked fifth across
all Division I athletic programs for its number
of community service hours completed. Men’s
track and field ranked sixth nationally while the
Memphis Athletic Department ranked 18th overall
across all Division I schools for 2015.

3.118

Student-athlete cumulative GPA
for Spring 2016 semester,
an all-time high at the UofM

Track stars Carolina Carmichael and Antaun
Andrews excel in the classroom as well.

		

Winter 2016 P resident ’s Repor t

/

5

FIRST CLASS

		

The First Scholars program has

taught me how to successfully navigate
through my undergraduate experience.

The program exposes students to many opportunities
that mold and shape us as individuals. Most importantly, it
provides the support and resources 				
			
that we need on and off campus.
- Dekitra Durant,

first-generation student

◀ University of Memphis is partnering with five other research universities on a four-year grant from the U.S. Department of Education
to engage underrepresented students and build deeper University-community partnerships with diverse communities.
The project, “Moving the Dial on Inequality Challenges: Broadening Student Access and Success and Transforming Institutions
through Campus-Community Engagement,” targets approximately 400 first-generation, low-income and/or African-American
and Hispanic UofM undergraduates each school year. The students become actively involved in initiatives that enhance
community-based learning experiences within their academic programs with a goal of increasing each student’s academic
engagement, sense of belonging and overall success. The University of Minnesota, City University of New York, University
of California Santa Cruz, University of Georgia and University of Illinois Chicago are partners; Dr. David Cox, UofM interim
director of the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy, is the principal investigator.
The UofM sent four of its first-generation students to the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues
Workshop in Minneapolis this summer to interact with students from the five other universities. “They shared their
experiences as first-generation students and gathered ideas from the other universities. They are helping to shape
a national agenda,” says Cox.
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5,625

The number of first-generation
undergraduates enrolled at the
UofM during the Fall 2016 semester

University of Memphis first-generation students
Dekitra Durant, Jose Meza, Ashli Martin and
Jaquille Bennett shared their experiences and
challenges of being first-generation students at
the Society for the Psychological Study of Social
Issues national convention in Minneapolis.
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INNOVATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY

		

This $4 million grant represents the

			
largest single NSF award
received by the University of Memphis
			and reflects our growing reputation as a

		
hub for mobile sensor ‘big data’
			and mHealth research,
		as well as Dr. Santosh Kumar’s national

and international reputation as a leader in this field.

- Dr. M. David Rudd,
UofM President

◀ The University of Memphis will lead a team of researchers from three other universities — UCLA, UC-San Francisco and
University of Pennsylvania — on a data cyberinfrastructure $4 million grant from the National Science Foundation. The team
will develop a new cyberinfrastructure, called mProv, to annotate high-frequency mobile sensor data with data source,
quality, validity and semantics to enable sharing of such data with the wider research community. The project, “mProv:
Provenance-based Data Analytics Cyberinfrastructure for High-frequency Mobile Sensor Data,” will be led by Dr.
Santosh Kumar, a UofM professor and Moss Chair of Excellence in Computer Science.
Mobile sensors embedded in phones, vehicles, wearables and the environment continuously capture data
in great detail, and hold tremendous potential to advance science, and to directly impact health, wellness,
mobility/transportation and energy. The open-source software developed by the NIH-funded Center of
Excellence for Mobile Sensor Data-to-Knowledge (MD2K), also led by Kumar and involving UCLA and
UCSF, allows any researcher to collect, analyze and interpret high-frequency sensor data from the natural
environment. The mProv project will enable easier sharing of mobile sensor data with third-party
researchers. It will accelerate research by tapping into the growing interest by the research community
and unleash the potential of mobile sensor data to improve health and wellness on an individual
level by developing computational models of human health and behavior.
“With the mProv provenance cyberinfrastructure complementing MD2K’s software, investigators
can collect, curate, analyze and interpret mobile sensor data, as well as share data. Doing
so can amplify the research utility of their data and, most importantly, help establish
benchmarks and bring reproducibility, which are key to scientific rigor,” says Kumar.

Grant participants are
(left to right) Dr. Mani
Srivastava, UCLA; Dr.
Zachary Ives, University of
Pennsylvania; Dr. Emre Ertin,
The Ohio State University;
Dr. Ida Sim, UC-San Francisco;
Dr. Santosh Kumar, UofM;
and Dr. Jim Rehg, Georgia
Institute of Technology.
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The UofM is recognized as a world leader when it comes to harnessing mobile sensor data.

Google cited the MD2K Center of
Excellence at the UofM as a reason
why Memphis was named the
“Digital e-Capital” of Tennessee.
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IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES ON A GLOBAL SCALE

I had no idea what to expect here in Spain,
		
but the sweet people of Almeria

welcomed me into their lives and families 		
		
and in the midst of it all, I have begun to be immersed
in a culture so different and unique in this hidden little town.

			

It is life changing.

- Hannah Johnson,

former UofM Study Abroad participant

◀ Not only are record numbers of University of Memphis students venturing to faraway places to study,
the UofM’s Global Learning program is distinguishing itself nationally by offering a service-based element
on many of its trips. Students are immersed in diverse cultures — but they’re also lending helping hands to
needy communities.
“Perhaps the most meaningful experience we had was working at a home with HIV-positive patients,” says
Dr. Leigh Ann Breckenridge, an associate professor of nursing who led a group to Costa Rica last spring.
”Many of the HIV-positive patients are found on the street because their families kick them out and they
have no place to go. Our nursing students took this opportunity and loved these individuals like they have
never been loved before. They talked with them and hugged them — many people will not touch them
because they are fearful they will get HIV themselves. We led them in an art project that let each patient
discuss their past, present and future. When we left, there were lots of tears from both the patients and the
students.”
In the Sicilian region of Italy, Drs. Antonio Raciti and Laura Saija of City and Regional Planning and Dr.
Katherine Lambert-Pennington of Anthropology helped students engage with residents, grass-roots
organizations and city officials in an action-research process aimed at advancing community development
in distressed and declining areas. The group focused on the rehabilitation of an abandoned railroad station
as a pilot project to support agricultural sustainability, cultural and historic preservation and local economic
development.
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380

the number of UofM students
who studied abroad last year

25

the number of countries UofM
students studied in last year
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TOP RANKINGS AND PERFORMANCES

Record-breaking

38

year of fundraising:

$

million

32%
growth
in alumni support
(donors)

3.5%

17%
overall increase
in donors

#17

U.S. News & World Report’s

increase
in enrollment
over 2015

Audiology program

Top
12
#1
#24
U.S. News & World Report’s

U.S. News & World Report’s

Graduate program
in Speech-Language
Pathology
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online college
in Tennessee

Most Successful
Internship Programs

UofM rankings in the

TOP 50

/ Best Law School Facility in the Nation

/ Master of Health Administration Program
/ Online Bachelor in History Degree Program
/ Rehabilitation Counseling Program
/ Online English BA Program
/ Online Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism Program
/ Online MBA Program for Veterans
/ Best Value Law School
/ Doctoral Programs in Business
/ Department of Political Science
/ Online Master’s Degree Program in
Educational Psychology
/ Service, Staff and Financial Aid
/ Online Bachelor’s Degree in Communication Program
/ Best Value Colleges for a Nursing Degree
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TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS

		This partnership

		
		

strengthens each institution

in immeasurable ways by allowing each of us to

				extend our own missions
		 in the community.

				
We’re eager to help prepare today’s
high schoolers for lives of learning and success.
- Gary Shorb,

CEO of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare

◀ A new partnership between the University of Memphis, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare and Shelby County Schools is helping
inspire and prepare the next generation of healthcare professionals. Central High School has developed a dual enrollment program to
prepare students for the health science, healthcare administration, healthcare law and nursing fields. Methodist Healthcare is providing
resources for classrooms and teachers for the dual enrollment courses.
The UofM is supplying quality instructors to teach the courses. Central High students will have opportunities to work in facilities at
the UofM and at Methodist University Hospital, benefitting from mentoring by physicians and other clinicians. Offering increased
opportunities for local students also will help attract and retain high-quality, well-prepared employees in the healthcare sector,
while supporting multiple priorities of the school district’s Destination 2025 strategic plan.
“The University of Memphis recognizes the value of making strategic investments in the lives of this city’s young people,
providing them an engaging academic experience, and preparing them for successful careers in the thriving healthcare
industry,” says President M. David Rudd.
Greg McCullough, principal of Central High School, adds, “This is a great partnership that will help give our students
opportunities in healthcare and nursing with real professionals in real professional settings. This is a wonderful
program for our students and for Shelby County Schools.”
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University of Memphis instructor Forrest Brem
teaches Central High School students anatomy
and physiology as part of a unique partnership
between Shelby County Schools, Methodist Le
Bonheur Healthcare and the UofM that seeks to
increase awareness of careers in healthcare.

11

Number of healthcare-related
jobs among the top 20 on the U.S.
Department of Labor’s list of fastest
growing occupations
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GIVING BACK

		“I believe hard work,

			 strong faith in God and a
commitment to education are
		keys to achieving the success
					one desires in life.

- Marvin Ellison (BBA ’89),
chair and CEO of JCPenney

◀ Marvin Ellison, chair and CEO of JCPenney Company Inc., is truly one of the UofM’s “own.” A native of
Brownsville in West Tennessee, he is a distinguished alumnus of the Fogelman College of Business & Economics.
Ellison has nearly 30 years of experience in the retail industry. Before joining JCPenney in 2014, he spent 12
years at Home Depot, where he rose to become executive vice president of retail stores. Ellison also spent 15
years with Target in a variety of operational roles, including corporate director of asset protection. He is actively
involved in philanthropic efforts, including inner-city school renovations and mentoring programs aimed at
developing inner-city youth. At the UofM, Ellison has worked with the Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social
Change and its Hooks African-American Male Institute (HAAMI). Using intense coaching and mentoring by faculty,
business and community members, the Institute hopes to increase academic, personal and career success for the
University’s African-American male students.
Ellison was so impressed with the HAAMI students he has met that he invited them to visit JCPenney
headquarters in Plano, Texas. JCPenney provided airfare, hotel accommodations and meals for the four HAAMI
students, as well as Daphene McFerren, executive director of the Hooks Institute, and Dr. Gregory Washington
of the Department of Social Work. The students had the opportunity to meet with top executives, tour the
headquarters, visit a local store and learn styling tips for dressing in the workplace.
This fall, a group of nine UofM Honors students also visited JCPenney. They met with Ellison and other company
executives, and learned about careers in retail, including accounting, design, products and marketing. The students
also had a chance to visit with influential UofM alumni in the Dallas area.
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Chair and CEO of JCPenney
Marvin Ellison has hosted
several UofM students
at his corporation’s
headquarters in
Plano, Texas.

3

The number of major corporations in which
Marvin Ellison has held leadership roles
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WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?

The Crews Center is our think tank on campus –

		

where great ideas get pushed

			

to a whole new level, where we

transform students into entrepreneurs. 		
It is an accelerator that joins together the sharpest UofM minds, the best

possible resources and cutting-edge technology,

				

all in one inspiring physical space.

- Mike Hoffmeyer (BPS ’14),

director of the Crews Center for Entrepreneurship

◀ Memphis has been the hub of entrepreneurship for decades: FedEx Corp., AutoZone and Holiday Inn are just a
sampling of startups originating in the Bluff City that hit it big. So it made sense when UofM minds, including alums
Hilliard and Harriett Crews, decided to launch the Crews Center for Entrepreneurship in 2013. “At the Crews Center,
we are all about idea generation, helping faculty and student-entrepreneurs focus their passions and ultimately
commercialize their research, ideas and inventions into the foundations of successful startup companies,” says director
Mike Hoffmeyer.
Just over a year ago, the Center boosted its status when it launched the Crews Center Entrepreneur Fellows Program,
an intensive, hands-on entrepreneurship program designed for students who have already decided to pursue
entrepreneurship as a career path. Fellows, chosen through a rigorous selection process, receive a $3,500 scholarship
per semester, have access to a world-class training lab on campus and receive guidance from entrepreneurial peers
and faculty from start to launch of their start-up companies. First-generation Fellow Sankaet Pathak was able to turn
his SynapsePay idea, which makes online banking easier, into a large-scale, San Francisco-based business that secured
more than $100 million in investments. The Center’s latest Fellow, junior journalism major Catrell Maclin, could soon
follow in Pathak’s footsteps: his Ultimate Memphis Preps Television venture, designed to provide college scouts and
recruiters film clips and in-depth analyses of athletes, has received hundreds of thousands of online views, a key to
drawing investors, Hoffmeyer says.
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CNN MONEY

has named Memphis as one of the top 10
places in the U.S. for startups

Entrepreneur Catrell Maclin was a studentjournalist in Rio this past summer.
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EXTENDING OUR REACH

		

Lambuth offers a

really distinctive opportunity,

a chance to have a more intimate residential
experience at a campus that is a little smaller but 		

provides an opportunity to
engage more fully with faculty.
- Dr. M. David Rudd,
UofM President

◀ The University of Memphis presence continues to grow in West Tennessee. Enrollment at UofM Lambuth in
Jackson, Tenn., was 935 this fall, an increase of 4 percent over 2015. That’s impressive growth from 2011, the
year the UofM acquired Lambuth University when enrollment was 250. As enrollment climbs, the UofM has
invested $13 million in improvements to the campus – upgrading windows, heating and air-conditioning systems,
classrooms and lighting.
Earlier this year, West Tennessee Healthcare and UofM Lambuth created a partnership that will have a significant
impact on the education of healthcare professionals in West Tennessee. As part of a larger fundraising effort by
UofM Lambuth, a $2.5 million endowment, funded by West Tennessee Healthcare, is providing scholarships to
students enrolled in the Loewenberg College of Nursing at UofM Lambuth. The nursing scholarships are available
to students pursuing a traditional bachelor of science in nursing degree as well as those seeking a RN-to-BSN
degree. The inaugural RN-to-BSN class began this fall. There already are four cohorts of traditional BSN students,
and a fifth will begin in January with a maximum of 48 students. “As the largest provider of healthcare services
in West Tennessee, it is essential that we have an available, highly skilled and educated nursing workforce,” said
Bobby Arnold, CEO and president of West Tennessee Healthcare, in announcing the endowment.
While health sciences dominate, criminal justice, the music industry program and economics also are showing
growth. Students have access to the main campus as well. “We think it’s a unique opportunity for students, and
we want to share that,” says President M. David Rudd.
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13 million

The amount the UofM has spent on
improvements to the Lambuth campus
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STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITIES

		

The UofM group worked tirelessly to

determine the most beneficial projects

by spending many hours on site questioning, photographing,
		getting to know the space

		

and people of Binghampton.

			They came to understand the spirit
				
of the Art Garden and became a true part
			
of the garden through their work.
- Erin Harris (BSED ’87),
founder of Carpenter Art Garden

◀ The Carpenter Art Garden (CAG), in Memphis’ modest Binghampton neighborhood, provides spaces for children to produce
and take home art projects, as well as community gardens for families to grow healthy foods. This year students from the
UofM chapter of the American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS) helped upgrade the neighborhood oasis with some
improvements as part of the AIAS Design+Build Studio.
Initiated as a community service by AIAS in 2014, students and faculty advisers designed a master plan for the five
properties along Carpenter Street, developed a list of needs, researched precedents for improvements, and completed
the improvements this summer. These included a new learning pavilion at one of the community garden lots, a shading
device for an existing stage at another location, and a rolling cart to enable residents to move vegetables grown in the
gardens throughout the neighborhood.
The for-credit studio is taught by UofM faculty adviser Professor Sherry Bryan, director of Architecture and
Graduate Studies in Architecture, and Professor Michael Hagge, department chair. The team worked at the
project sites every Friday and Saturday. In addition to the United States, the 16 students who worked on the
project represented Costa Rica, Ethiopia, India, Iran, Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, Slovakia and Uganda.
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120

Number of children served each week by
Carpenter Art Garden programs

10

The number of countries represented by
Design+Build Studio students
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ANNUAL GIVING BY THE NUMBERS
SEE HOW FAR ONE GIFT CAN GO FOR TODAY’S TIGERS

FACT vs. FICTION
MYTH:

If I make a gift, it won’t actually go where it’s needed most.

1,300

FACT:

Unrestricted gifts to the Academic Fund are
used within the fiscal year to meet our most
pressing needs. Plus, you can designate your
gift to more than 1,300 different areas (or,
if you want to keep it simple, our 13 Colleges and Schools), so you really can
make a difference to what you care about.

7,346

MYTH:

Tuition at the UofM has skyrocketed over the past few years.

2%

FACT:

SCHOLARSHIPS

The average annual tuition increase at the
UofM over the last 3 years is 2%, well below
the national average. Alumni gifts help to
keep tuition affordable for our students.

More than 82% of students
rely on scholarships and
financial aid each year
to attend the UofM.

MYTH:

I can’t give enough to make an actual difference right now.

$5

FACT:

Even $5 can make a difference. Every
gift raises our participation rate, which
shows the health of our University to
major donors and ranking publications.

Uof M B Y T H E N U M B E R S
Tigers have 250 areas
of study to choose from.

The UofM welcomes more than 21,000 students
to campus every year.

5,000

HANDS-ON LEARNING
Each semester, more than 5,000 UofM

5 Centers of Excellence

students intern in schools, hospitals,
businesses and more.

Make your impact now:

memphis.edu/give

The Tennessee Higher Education
Commission has recognized 5
centers of excellence at the UofM.
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